THE FAILUBE OP FORMAL LOGIC

that can compel assent. But common sense is
undismayed by the pragmatisms discovery that if
the Syllogism is to have any sense its premisses
must be taken as disputable; for, unlike Formal
LogiCj it has perceived that men do not reason about
what they think they know for certain, but about
matters in dispute.

4. It is not necessary to dwell at length on the
futility of the formal notion of Induction. Formal
Induction presupposes that enough particular
instances have been collected to establish a general
rule; but in actual practice inductions always
repose, not on indiscriminate observation, but on a
selection of relevant instances, and never claim to be
based upon an exhaustive knowledge of particulars.
Hence in form the most satisfactory induction is
always incomplete, and differs in no wise from a
bad one. * All bodies fall to the ground ' is an
induction which has worked. 'All swans are
white' broke down when black swans were dis-
covered in Australia. The validity of an induction
then, is not a question of form.

The necessity for such selection no intellectualist
theory of Induction has understood. All have aimed
at exhaustiveness, and imagined that if it could be
attained, inductive reasoning would be rendered
sound, and not impossible. Their ideal' cause' was
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